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"Evaluators are looking into all 
countries. Sometimes they find 
separate women whose 
productive work had left certain 
traces in the development of the 
science concerned. But these 
traces seem to be weak, often 
fade away. Very rarely a name 
enters your head with 
unambiguous energy like the 
name of Madame Curie."

(Rhoda Erdmann 1928, p. 35)

Rhoda Erdmann (1870-1935), German biologist, tissue researcher, 
Privatdozent, later a.o. professor, at Berlin University until 1933



“The lack of positive achievements, 
regarding scientific results by
female scientists has much less
to do with their talent. It has to
do much more with the
circumstances under which
female scientists have to live and
work."

(Rhoda Erdmann 1928, p. 36)

both quotations:
Erdmann, Rhoda (autobiographical
scetch, in: Kern, Elga (ed.) 
Führende Frauen Europas. 
München: Verlag Ernst Reinhard, 
1928, pp. 35-54 (transl. by A. Vogt).



n 1. Scientists after the capitulation of Nazi Germany
n New rulers
n New rules

n 2. The situation in the world of academia in Berlin (East, West)
n Berlin University, Technical University, Free University
n Academy of Sciences (1946-1972/1990)
n conditions for female scientists

n 3. Female scientists in Berlin - examples
n at the Berlin University, later Humboldt University
n at the Free University
n at the Academy of Sciences

Content



4 Occupation Zones of Germany Berlin - 4 sectors



the Axis powers

Berlin - Rome – Tokio Axis

to divide in 4 Zones: 

Germany (1945-1949/1955) 
Austria (1945-1955) 
Japan (1945-1951)

but not Italy

Occupation Zones - internationally



Austria (1945-1955)

Vienna 
4 Sectors + 1 intern.



Japan, 1945-
1951 (1952)



movie: Die 4 im Jeep (Swiss, 1951)



movie: One, two, three. 
Billy Wilder (1961/1985)



Alliierter Kontrollrat – Allied Control Council (5.6.1945 - 1948/1990)



Karlshorst, Office of the SMAD



Reopening, Re-education, Denazification
Allied Control Council, from June 1945 to March 1948 (1990),laws, orders
Denazification, from summer 1945 to 1948/49, Directive No. 24 (12 Jan. 1946), 

+ Law No. 104 (5.3.1946 - „questionnaire“)

Law No. 25 (29.4.1946), rules for and observation of scientific research which 
was war related (nuclear physics, computer, rockets, air planes, radar)

Reconstruction, Cold War and confrontation, as competition between Humboldt 
University (center) and Free University in Dahlem (1948-1990)

Reopening of Universities
n between autumn 1945 and spring 1946
n Freiburg (French Zone) - autumn 1945
n Leipzig (Soviet Zone) - 15.10.1945
n Jan.-Febr. 1946 – all other 5 Univ.s in the Soviet Zone, including Berlin:
n 29.1.1946 (HU, Soviet Sector), 9.4.1946 (TU, British Sector), + 4.12.1948 

(FU, American Sector)

Reopening of the Universities under allied 
patronage



Denazification
Allied Control Council, 12.1.1946:
Kontrollrats-Direktive No. 24

different questionnaires and different 
procedures in the 4 Occupation Zones 
and in the 4 sectors of Berlin
nazi‘s supported each other via letters, 
called „Persilschein-Kartelle“
from 1948 on de facto given up,
from 1949 on closed



Order No. 4 on the Reopening of the Berlin University (8.1.1946)
source: Archive Humboldt University, Berlin



career path as a scholar:
1911 Prom. (PhD) Uni. Straßburg (then G)
1914 Habilitation Univ. Straßburg

1914 a.o., 1917 full Prof. Univ. Basel
o. Prof. 1922 Kiel, 1923 Jena, 1924 Munich
from 1935 on full Prof. FWUniv. Berlin
1937 OM (Full Member) Prussian AdW

1945 provisional president of the Academy
13.10.1945 to März/Nov. 1947 rector of the 
Berlin University
1.7.1946 to 1951 president of the DAW
(Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften)

Johannes Stroux - Philologist, rector, president 
and director of a research institute

Johannes Stroux (1886-1954)





Female Heads of a department in the KWG 
(Kaiser Wilhelm Society)

n 13 heads of a department, between 1917 and 1945, in 10 KWI
n In the KWI for Brain Research 3, in the KWI for Biochemistry 2, and in 8 

KWI each 1
n physics 3: radioactivity, infrared research, radiation research

n chemistry 4: tobaco research, biochemical research, tissue research
n biology 4: brain research, animal breeding, plant breeding
n aerodynamics 1

n KWI for Foreign and International Law 1 (1925-1933)
n 7 of 13 heads were there between 1917 and 1937/38 (1 to 1951)
n 3 of 13 for a short period from 1934 to 1943

n 3 of 13 became head in 1943, and they were working after 1945 in MPG, 
and they were teaching at the Berlin University (1945/46-1948/50)



Abteilungsleiterinnen in der Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gesellschaft

KWI für Leiterin Abteilung von - bis

Biochemie Else Knake
(1901-1973)

Gewebezüchtung 1943-1945/63

Kulturpflanzen-
forschung

Elisabeth 
Schiemann
(1881-1972)

Geschichte der 
Kulturpflanzen 

1943-1945/56

Silikatforschung Luise Holzapfel
(1900-1963)

Silikatchemie 1943/45-1962

Female Heads of a department in the KWG



Luise Holzapfel
(1900-1963)

1946-1950 at the Humboldt-Universität Berlin

Else Knake
(1901-1973)

Elisabeth Schiemann
(1881-1972)



Widerständlerinnen – resistance fighter

Elisabeth Welskopf-Henrich
(1901-1979)

Clara von Simson
(1897-1983)

Margarete Sommer
1893-1965)



Widerständlerinnen – resistance fighter

Helga von Hammerstein
(1913-2005), marr. Rossow

Margot Sponer
(1898- shot 27.4.1945)



saved sisters and one of their aides

Elisabeth Schiemann
(1881-1972)

Valerie (1891-1993) and Andrea (1897-1987) 
Wolffenstein



The Berlin University between 1945/46 
and 1961

n the situation after the capitulation, May 8, 1945 to 1946/48
n „Call for applications“, in: newspaper Berliner Zeitung, 29.12.1945 
n reopening of the University: 29.1.1946
n new currency: D-Mark-West 20.6.1948, and D-Mark-East 23.6.1948 
n Berlin Blockade 24.6.1948 - 12.5.1949, and Berlin Airlift

n opening of the Free University: 4.12.1948 (teaching courses since 
Nov. 15, 1948)
n in Dec. 1948: Humboldt University, 10 Faculties
n minorities: remigrées (emigrées who came to Germany from 1946 
onwards from different exile countries), and

female scientists who became professors from 1946 onwards
n Jubilée in 1960 (Nov.), and the Berlin Wall, August 13, 1961



Berliner Zeitung, 
29. Dezember 1945



Elisabeth Schiemann an Otto Hahn, 15.3.1946:

"Ich habe bis jetzt hier noch nicht einmal 
einen Lehrauftrag erhalten, weder hier noch 
sonst eine Anfrage, was bei dem Mangel an 
Genetikern in Deutschland eigentlich an 
irgend einer Universität zu erreichen sein 
sollte, da selbst die wenigen Ordinariate für 
Genetik in Deutschland nicht alle besetzt 
sind. Wird es uns Frauen weiter so gehen 
wie früher?“

(source: Archive MPG, personal file Otto Hahn)



First six female professors at the Humboldt University 
in 1946

Mathematics Science Faculty
n Elisabeth Schiemann (1881-1972)      1.8.1946 - 20.5.1949

Medical Faculty
n Else Knake (1901-1973) 16.8. - 21.10.1946 Dean, until 1948
n Elisabeth Nau (1900-1975) 1946-1949, then FU
n Auguste Hoffmann (1902-1989)  1946 - 1.9.1951, then PH, and FU

Philosophical Faculty
n Margarete Woltner (1897-1985)   1946 - 28.2.1950, 1953-65 Univ. Bonn
n Liselotte Richter (1906-1968) 1947-1951, then Theological Fac.



certificate of appointment
of Elisabeth Schiemann
Sept. 1, 1946
by the president of the 
general administration for
education in SBZ
source: Archive HU,
personal file E. Schiemann



Air corridors

1948: 2 currencies in Berlin
24.6.1948 - 12.5.1949
Berlin-Blockade and Air lift

Berlin - 4 Sectors



farewell letter of
Elisabeth Schiemann
April 3, 1949
to the rector of the HU
source: Archive HU,
personal file E. Schiemann



Remigrées, 1946-

Philosophical Faculty (∑ 19)
n Walter Hollitscher (1911-1986) - 1949-1953 Prof., then Vienna
n Alfred Kantorowicz (1899-1979) - 1946-1957 Prof., then Hamburg
n Georg Knepler (1906-2003) - 1959- Prof.
n Alfred Meusel (1896-1960) - 1947-1953, 1947-1950 Dean

n Ernst Hermann Meyer (1905-1988) - 1949- Prof.
n Walter Ruben (1899-1982) - 1950- Prof., 1952 Dean
n Irmgard Schilling (1909-1998) - 1951- Dozent
n Heinrich Simon (1921-2010) - 1947 Stud., 1951 Prom., 1960 Prof.
n Wolfgang Steinitz (1905-1967) - 1946- Prof., 1951 Dean



Remigrées, 1946-

Mathematics-Science Faculty (∑ 3)
n Katharina Boll-Dornberger (1909-1981) - 1956-1970 Prof., DAW
n Jakob Segal (1911-1995) - 1953-1971 Prof.
n Martin Strauss (1907-1978) - 1952-1956 Prof., then DAW (DAW = 
German Academy of Sciences)

Law Faculty (∑ 4)
n Arthur Baumgarten(1884-1966) - 1948- Prof.
n Anselm Glücksmann (1913-1999)  - 1948-1953/56 LA (lecturer)
n Hans Nathan (1900-1971) - 1952- Prof., 1954-1962 Dean
n Lola Zahn (1910-1998) - 1949-, 1951-1957 Prof., 1961- DAW



Remigrées, 1946-

Economics Faculty (∑ 4) (new opened)
n Jürgen Kuczynski (1904-1997) - 1946-1958 Prof., then DAW
n Josef Winternitz (1896-1952) - 1949-1950 Prof., then London
n Laszlo Radvanyi (1900-1978) - 1952- Prof. (Johann Lorenz Schmidt)
n Robert Naumann (1899-1978) - 1950 Prof., 1951-1964 Prorektor

Pedagogical Faculty (∑ 2) (new opened)
n Arthur Liebert (1878-1946) - 1946- Prof., 1946 Dean

12.9.1946 – he died on 5.11.1946
n Katharina Harig (1901-1977) - 1951 LA (lecturer)



Remigrées, 1946-

Medical Faculty (∑ 7)
n Moritz Mebel (1923-2021) - 1958- Prof.
n Ingeborg Rapoport (1912-2017) - 1954-, 1969- Prof.
n Samuel Mitja Rapoport (1912-2004) - 1952-1978 Prof.
n Eva Schmidt-Kolmer (1913-1991)   - 1956-, 1961- Prof.

n Kurt Winter (1910-1987) - 1950-, 1956- Prof.
n Maxim Zetkin (1883-1965) - 1947-1960 Prof.

n Wilhelm Mann (1916-2012) - 1966- Prof.



Female professors at the Humboldt University 1946-

Philosophical Faculty
n Margarete Woltner (1897-1985)   1946-1950 HU, 1953-1965 Univ. Bonn
n Liselotte Richter (1906-1968) 1946-1951, 1951- Theolog. Faculty
n Ursula Feyer (1901-1989) 1946 LA, 1951-1961 Prof., 1961-82 FU (ass.)
n Sigrid Hellbusch (1915-1984)       1947-1953 Prof., FU, 1959-70 Prof., Museum
n Gertrud Pätsch (1910-1994) 1951, 1953-1960 Prof., 1960-70 Prof. Jena
n Irmgard Schilling (1909-1998) 1951 LA, Dozent, 1964 Prof.
n Edel Mirowa-Florin (1921-2012) 1952 Dozent, 1953 Prof.
n Margarete Steinhoff (1901-1991)  1951 LA, 1953-1962 Dozent
n Elisabeth Ch. Welskopf (1901-1979)   1952-60 Dozent, 1960-62 Prof., 1964 OM
n Rita Schober (1918-2012) 1952 Dozent, 1954-78 Prof., 1969 OM
n Marie Simon (1922-1998) 1956-1973 Dozent, 1973-1982 Prof.
n Ursula Schlenther (1919-1979) 1958 Dozent, 1961-1979 Prof.

Law Faculty
n Lola Zahn (1910-1998) 1949-1957, 1952 Prodekan, from 1961 DAW
n Anita Grandke (1932-2014) ab 1955 HU, 1966 Prof.



Lola Zahn
(1910-1998)
remigré
economist
1961 at DAW

Rita Schober
(1918-2012)
1969 OM (romance 
studies)

Elisabeth Ch. Welskopf
(1901-1979)
1964 OM (ancient history)
first female full member

Female scholars at the Academy of Sciences
after 1946



Female professors at the Humboldt University 1946-

Pedagogical Faculty
n Gertrud Rosenow (1889-1976) 1949 Prof. m. LA, 1951 m. vollem LA
n Berta Stöcker (1898- after 1978)       1950 Prof. m. LA
n Lilly Görke (1904-1992) 1950 Wahrnehmung Doz., 1953 Prof.

Theological Faculty
n Liselotte Richter (1906-1968) from Oct. 1951 Prof. mit Lehrstuhl
n Rosemarie Müller-Streisand (1923-2020)    1967 Prof.

Economics Faculty
n Waltraud Falk (b. 1930) 1962 LA, 1979-1990 Dean Gewi. Fak.



Female professors at the Humboldt University 1946-

Medical Faculty
n Else Knake (1901-1973) 1946-1948 Prof., 1946 Dean
n Elisabeth Nau (1900-1975) 1946-1949, then FU
n Auguste Hoffmann (1902-1989)  1946 - 1.9.1951, then PH, FU

n Isolde Kaiser-Meinhardt (1913-2004) 1951/52 Prof., 1967-74 m. Lehrstuhl
n Eva Schmidt-Kolmer (1913-1991)    1956-1965, 1961 Prof.
n Ingeborg Rapoport (1912-2017)   1954, 1960 Doz, 1969-73 Prof Lehrstuhl

Veterinaer medical Faculty
n Ilse Claasen (1910-1981) 1957 Prof., 1961-1962 Dean

Agricultural Faculty, and Gardening
n Grete Meyerhof (1913-2002) 1945 Prom., 1954 Habil., 1958 Prof. 
n Käthe Voderberg (1910-1978) 1951 Prof., 1960-1961 Dean



Female professors at the Humboldt University 1946-

Mathematics Science Faculty
n Luise Holzapfel (1900-1963)            Habil. 1943, 1950 to the TU

n Elisabeth Schiemann (1881-1972)  1.8.1946-20.5.1949 Prof.

n Iris Runge (1888-1966)      Habil.1947, 1.10.49 Doz., 1950-52 Prof.

n Katharina Boll-Dornberger (1909-1981)   Habil. 1953, 
1956-1970 Prof. and at the Academy of Science, her Institute

n Erna Weber (1897-1988)         Habil. 1945, 1952-1957 Uni. Jena, 
1957-1962 Prof.

n Ursula Nürnberg (1920-2006)  Prom. 1945, Habil. 1953, 1961-80 Prof. 



Female professors at the Humboldt University 1946-61

Philosophical Faculty

from Hamburg to Berlin-East, Humboldt University, 1957
n Ursula Schlenther (1919-1979) 1958 Doz., 1961-1979 Prof.

Theological Faculty
from Göttingen to Berlin-East, Humboldt University, 1956
n Rosemarie Müller-Streisand (1923-2020)         1967 Prof.

an open research question: how many scientists (male and female) 
changed from Germany West to Germany East, and from Berlin West 
to Berlin east respectively?



Female professors at the Free University 1946-61

Philosophical Faculty
n Margarete Woltner (1897-1985)    1946-1950 HU, 1953-1965 Univ. Bonn

n Ursula Feyer (1901-1989)    1946 LA, 1951-1961 Prof., 1961-82 FU (ass.)
n Sigrid Hellbusch (1915-1984)  1947-1953 Prof. HU, 1959-70 Prof. 

Museum

Medical Faculty
n Else Knake (1901-1973) 1946-1948 Prof., 1946 Dean
n Elisabeth Nau (1900-1975) 1946-1949, then FU
n Auguste Hoffmann (1902-1989)  1946 - 1.9.1951, then PH, FU

an open research question: how many scientists (male and female) changed 
from Germany East to Germany West, and from Berlin East to Berlin West 
respectively?



Berlin, August 1961



Charlotte Lorenz
(1895-1979)
statistician
1927-1945 Privatdozent Berlin Univ.
1947- Univ. Göttingen
part of UNESCO survey, 1951-52, 
publ. in 1953











Academies of Sciences

Comparison of the four (important) Academies of Sciences

London Paris Berlin St. Petersburg

founded 1660/62 1666 1700 1724/25

Woman 
scientist as 
member  
before 1914

No one No one No one S.V. 
Kovalevskaja, 
CM 1889

Elise Wentzel-
Heckmann, 
HM 1899

M. Curie, not 
elected 1911

Marie Curie, 
CM 1907

Elise Koenigs, 
Leibniz Medal 
in Gold 1912



Academies of Sciences

Comparison of the four (important) Academies of Sciences

London Paris Berlin St. Petersburg

First Woman 
scientist as 
member

1945
Katleen 
Lonsdale
Marjory 
Stephenson

1962
Marguerite 
Perey

1949
Lise Meitner

1889, 1907, 
1939
S.V. 
Kovalevskaja

1945-1990
S 47

1962-1978
S 3

1949-1989
S 18

1917/39-1984
S 15



Academy of Scienes Leopoldina in Halle/Saale
founded in 1652 in Schweinfurth, the oldest Academy of Sciences 
(Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher Leopoldina)
since 1878 permanently located in Halle/Saale
since 2008 German National Academy of Sciences
female members were elected much earlier than in all other Academies



Members of the Academy Leopoldina

Maria Gräfin von Linden (1869-1936)
biologist
1902 – first female member

Lise Meitner (1878-1968)
physicist
1926



Members of the Academy Leopoldina

Lina S. Stern (1878-1968), 1932
biochemist
1939 OM Academy of Sciences USSR

Cécile Vogt (1875-1962), 1932
brain researcher
1950 Honorary Member DAW



Female Members of the Berlin Academy of Sciences 1946/49-1989/90
∑ 18
reform 1969-1972, DAW became AdW DDR (1972-1990), from 1992 on BBAW

n Lise Meitner (1878-1968) 1949 KM (Corresponding Member), physics
n Irène Joliot Curie (1897-1956) 1950 KM, physics
n Cécile Vogt (1906-1968) 1950 Honorary Member, together with Oskar Vogt 

(1870-1959), medicine, brain research
n Anna Michajlovna Pankratova (1897-1957), 1956 KM, 1953 OM AN SSSR, history
n Annemarie von Gabain (1901-1993) 1959 KM, Hamburg, 1969 AM, Turkish Studies
n Elisabeth Ch. Welskopf (1901-1979) 1964 OM (first fem. full member), ancient hist.
n Rosemarie Albrecht (1915-2008) 1967(-1992) OM, med., Jena, 1965 Leopoldina
n Lieselott Herforth (1916-2010) 1969-1992 OM, physics, TU Dresden (rector)
n Rita Schober (1918-2012) 1969 OM, romance studies
n Sinaida Rosenthal (1932-1988) 1972 KM, 1974 OM, biochemistry
n Margit Th. Rätzsch (1934-2016) 1976 KM, 1980 OM, chemistry
n Boguslawa Jezowska-Trzebiatowska (1908-1991), 1977 AM, chemistry
n Helga Nussbaum (1928-2015) 1980-1992 KM, economics history
n Hélène Ahrweiler (b. 1926) 1983-1992 AM, byzantinologist, Greek Unicef ambassador
n Christa Luft (b. 1938) 1987-1992 KM, economics
n Theodora Büttner (b. 1930) 1988-1992 KM, history
n Roswitha März (b. 1940) 1988-1992 KM, mathematics
n Dagmar Hülsenberg (b. 1940) 1989-1992 KM, technology



n 18 female members between 1949 and 1989
n 1 Honorary Member, 6 OM (Full Member) from 1964 to 1980
n 7 foreign members (first KM, later AM), the first 5 members were foreigners

n scientific disciplines – very different, 10 of 18 were working on science and
medicine

n 3 - physics
n 4 - biochemistry, chemistry, technology

n 2 - medicine, brain research
n 1 - mathematics
n 3 - history

n 3 - romance studies, turkish studies, byzantine studies
n 2 - economics history, economics

Female Members of the Berlin Academy of Sciences 1946/49-1989/90
∑ 18
reform 1969-1972, DAW became AdW DDR (1972-1990), from 1992 on BBAW



„Wenn meine Wahl zum 
korrespondierenden Mitglied 
der Wienerakademie diese 
Möglichkeit auch für andere 
Frauen eröffnet, so macht sie 
mich doppelt froh.“

Lise Meitner, 20.6.1948, an Berta Karlik (1904-1990), Wien, in: Churchill 
College Archives, MTNR, 5/10.


